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INFORMATION PAPER

SUBJECT:  Purpose and Need for a Chemical and Biological Defense Program Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (CBDP PEIS) 

1. Purpose of this information paper:  To provide information as to the purpose and need for a PEIS on the Department of Defense (DoD) CBDP.

2. Facts:  

a. The mission of the DoD Chemical and Biological Defense Program is to provide chemical and biological (CB) defense capabilities to allow the military forces of the United States to survive and successfully complete their operational missions in battlespace environments contaminated with CB warfare agents.  If our military forces are not fully and adequately prepared to meet this threat, the consequences could be devastating.  Generally, defense capabilities cover products that detect, decontaminate, or provide protection from CB warfare agents.  Some CBDP activities aimed at establishing these capabilities necessarily involve the use of hazardous chemicals or infectious disease agents.    

b. Under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 the DoD is required to consider the potential environmental impacts associated with the conduct of activities in furtherance of the CBDP mission.  Up to this time numerous environmental documents have been prepared by various DoD components to analyze and assess the potential impacts associated with different segments of the CBDP.  Most of these environmental documents have been site-specific; focused on the potential environmental impacts of the activities at a specific location or facility.  Two, however, have been programmatic in approach: the Final Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement on the Biological Defense Research and Development Program, April 1989 (which covered the research and development activities of the biological defense program); and the Joint Vaccine Acquisition Program Final Programmatic Environmental Assessment, September 1997 (which covered the development, production, storage, testing, and fielding of vaccines against validated biological warfare agents).

c. Despite the rather extensive portfolio of environmental documents covering various segments of the CBDP, no one document analyzes the potential environmental impacts of the full range of CBDP activities.  In keeping with the spirit of NEPA, DoD has now determined to prepare such a document in the form of a programmatic environmental impact statement on the CBDP.  This document will create an overarching framework that will greatly facilitate future Government decision-making within the CBDP, and provide a single, up-to-date informational resource for the public. 

d. The CBDP PEIS will allow DoD to comply with the spirit of NEPA regarding its chemical and biological defense activities.  Specifically, the CBDP PEIS: will update and expand current programmatic documentation, providing information on and analysis of the many changes that have occurred in the biological defense program over the last decade; will enlarge the scope of the current programmatic documentation to include the chemical defense program; will provide a current programmatic NEPA document that will facilitate future Government decision making by allowing future environmental analyses under the CBDP to be tiered from it; and will enhance the public trust in DoD’s ability and commitment to protect the environment and ensure public safety during the execution of this operationally mandated program.
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